, in^the absence of the Lord Mayor, took the chair.
The Chairman, in moving the adoption of the report of the'Committee of Distribution (which we give elsewhere), and the payment of the awards a3 recommended by them, said that although the amount of the collection in 1896 (?44,684) was not so large as that of the previous year (which was very much larger than usual owing to circumstances well known to all present), still on the whole they might well] be satisfied with it, especially when they considered that during the past few months an attempt had been made to raisejan endowment fund for one of the largest metropolitan hospitals. After 
